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In Japan, there is such a thing as a “local character”. Many local
governments have created original characters based on the concepts of
famous foods, buildings, etc. in their areas. They make and sell
merchandise of these characters and use them for PR purposes.
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Thailand, do you think the existence of local
characters will be popular? Please give some
reasons in details.
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What kind of character do you think would be
more likely to be supported in Thailand?
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E[zzEun

If there were two items at the same price,
one with a local character design on the
package and the other with a regular design,

Something with a regular design(E3@ D 7
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on the package (Z 4t + 57 & —d




which one would you choose? FHAY)
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Ethnicity-based Affirmative Action in Malaysia and Its Impact on National Unity :

An Examination of Chinese Malaysian Youth Attitudes towards Pro-Bumiputera Policy

Sara Nanabayashi, Tenby International School Ipoh, Year 12

1. Introduction
1-1. Background

The history of ethnically based affirmative action, often
referred to as positive discrimination in Malaysia, dates back
to the 1960s. The legacy of British colonisation left Malaysia
with a significant wealth gap among ethnic groups, particularly
between the Bumiputera - a term referring to the majority of
the Malaysian population, including Malays and other
indigenous peoples - and the Chinese. Calls for greater
economic participation by the Bumiputera intensified in the
late 1960s, and the racial riots of 13 May 1969 triggered the
implementation of the pro-Bumiputera policy. This initiative,
known as the New Economic Policy (NEP), was launched in
1971 as a 20-year development plan with three main
objectives: (1) to reduce inter-ethnic economic disparities; (2)
to create employment opportunities; and (3) to promote overall
economic growth. The NEP aimed to foster national unity
through two central goals: eradicating poverty regardless of
race and restructuring society to eliminate the identification of
race with specific economic functions.

Efforts to improve the socio-economic standing of the
Bumiputera continued beyond the NEP’s conclusion in 1990,
succeeded by the National Development Policy (1991-2000).
The pro-Bumiputera agenda was further extended through
subsequent policies such as the National Vision Policy (2001-
2010) and the New Economic Model (2011-2020). Notably,
from 2009, the Najib administration introduced measures to
make the policy more inclusive of non-Malays. Consequently,
income inequality has declined significantly over time.
However, critics argue that the NEP has contributed to the
disenfranchisement of ‘many young and qualified non-
Bumiputeras’ and has also exacerbated intra-ethnic inequality,
as the benefits of affirmative action have disproportionately
favoured the Malay elite (Lee 2022).

The controversy surrounding pro-Bumiputera policies in
Malaysia remains a persistent issue. While such policies may
contribute to national unity by addressing structural economic
inequalities, they arguably also undermine unity by fostering
inter-ethnic tensions due to their preferential nature.

1-2. Definition of Terms

In this research, to prevent ambiguity in the terminology used
to describe policies prioritising Bumiputera, the term ‘pro-
Bumiputera policy’ is employed consistently. Although the
specific names of these policies have changed over time, their
essential feature - favouring the Bumiputera - has remained
constant. Therefore, in this study, ‘pro-Bumiputera policy’
refers to any policy or initiative aimed at improving the socio-
economic standing of the Bumiputera, rather than those
supporting other issues related to the group.

1-3. Purpose of the Research

The purpose of this research is to explore the current status
of pro-Bumiputera policies in Malaysia and the societal
response to these policies in relation to national unity. To
facilitate a meaningful discussion on how these policies affect
national cohesion, the study incorporates both economic data
and qualitative insights through interviews with three Chinese
Malaysian students regarding their views on the policy and
national unity.

2. Research Methods

2-1. Literature Review

The primary research method was a literature review.
Academic papers, government publications, and statistical data
were used to conduct a comprehensive analysis.

2-2. Interview
To understand Malaysian youths’ views on the pro-
Bumiputera policy, interviews were conducted with three
Chinese Malaysians who attend an international school in
Malaysia. Questions were prepared regarding their opinions on
the pro-Bumiputera policy and national unity. These were
answered in person through free-flowing conversations to also
capture their broader perspectives. Table 1 presents a brief
summary of the interviewees’ profiles. All three were born and
raised in Malaysia, each in a different state - Perak, Penang,
and Johor. It is important to note that Interviewee A, B, and C
have never attended public schools. Except for Interviewee C,
who studied the national syllabus until Year 9, the interviewees
had never undertaken the national education system.
They all responded to the same questions:
1. How did you know about the pro-Bumiputera
policy?
2. Did the pro-Bumiputera Policy affect your view of
the government?
3. What do you think about the pro-Bumiputera
policy?
4. Do you think the pro-Bumiputera policy contributed
to addressing inequality in Malaysia?
5. How do you think racial harmony in Malaysia is
maintained?
6. Additional follow-up questions were asked to gather
more detailed opinions.

Table 1: Interviewees Profile

Interviewees A B C
Gender male female male
Age 17 18 18
Date 16 Jan 2025 16 Jan 2025 21 Jan 2025




3. An Overview of Bumiputera Policy since 2020

3-1. Shared Prosperity Vision 2030

The Shared Prosperity Vision (SPV) 2030 is Malaysia’s 10-
year development plan, unveiled by the Prime Minister in 2019
as part of the 12th Malaysia Plan. He stated that “SPV 2030 is
an effort to make Malaysia a country which is developing
sustainably with fair economic distribution as well as
equitable growth at all levels of incomes, ethnicities, regions
and supply chains by 2030”. Amirullah and Salman mention in
their article that although the SPV is a multi-dimensional
document, at its core lies the inequality debate in Malaysia,
with a focus on racial disparities (IDEAS 2020).

With ‘addressing income and wealth inequality’ listed as one
of its three core issues, the increasing disparities between
ethnic groups and the low contribution of Bumiputeras to GDP
and skilled occupations compared to other ethnic groups are
highlighted, alongside regional disparities and the widening
gap between low- and high-income groups. Although the
implementation of the SPV encompasses all Malaysians,
certain groups are prioritised in terms of equity to enhance their
socio-economic status. The nine target groups include the
indigenous community and Bumiputeras in Sabah and Sarawak,
as well as the poor and vulnerable B40 group, women, persons
with disabilities, and others.

The SPV outlines ten key measurable indicators for
achievable targets, including nominal GDP of RM3.4 trillion
with an average growth rate of 4.7%, a target regional disparity
ratio, a Gini coefficient of 0.34, among others. Four of these
relate specifically to racial inequality, and the targets are listed
below in Table 2. It is proposed to promote Bumiputera
enterprises and reduce the income disparity between Chinese
and other ethnic groups (Ministry of Economic Affairs 2019).

Table 2 : Key Bumiputera Objectives in SPV 2030
20% of GDP
B:C:I=1:1:1
B:C=06:1/1:C=0.8:1
B:C:1=09:1:1

Remarks: B = Bumiputera, C = Chinese, | = Indians

Contribution of Bumiputera Enterprises

Salary Wage Median

Financial Asset per Capita

Household Income Median

Source: Modified by the author based on the Summary Shared Prosperity
Vision 2030 (Ministry of Economic Affairs 2019).

While the Shared Prosperity Vision 2030 aims to address
inequality between ethnic groups by supporting Bumiputeras,
particularly those in rural areas, it is important to note that the
SPV emphasises ‘development for all’. Its contributions are not
limited to Bumiputeras but also extend to other groups facing
challenges. Therefore, it is arguably not a pro-Bumiputera
policy but rather a general development policy for all
Malaysians. Nonetheless, it can be concluded that some of the
SPV’s initiatives include supporting Bumiputeras to bridge the
income and wealth gap with other ethnic groups. It represents
a broader and more inclusive approach that addresses a wide
range of issues affecting various communities.

3-2. PuTERA 35
In 2023, Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim introduced the
economic framework ‘MADANI Economy’ or ‘Malaysia

MADANT (%), which outlines targets to be achieved over a
10-year period. The MADANI Economy initiative seeks to
transform Malaysia’s economy, positioning the country as one
of Asia’s leading economies while improving the quality of life
for its citizens. This includes seven key performance
indicators: Malaysia’s inclusion among the top 30 largest
economies globally, ranking in the top 12 on the Global
Competitiveness Index, labour income comprising 45 percent
of total income, a female labour force participation rate of 60
percent, a ranking in the top 25 on the Human Development
Index, ranking in the top 25 on the Corruption Perception Index,
and fiscal sustainability with a budget deficit of 3 percent or
lower (Ministry of Finance 2023).

% Malaysia MADANI is a policy framework and government
slogan introduced by YAB Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibrahim, the 10th
Prime Minister of Malaysia. MADANI is the Malay acronym
for SCRIPT, which stands for sustainability, care and
compassion, respect, innovation, prosperity, and trust.

In August 2024, Prime Minister Anwar introduced a new
economic framework programme, PuTERA 35, aligning with
the MADANI Economy. It is an 11-year initiative aimed at
elevating the status and dignity of the Bumiputera. The
programme’s motto is “more meaningful
participation, ownership, and control of the Bumiputera”, with

Bumiputera

three core objectives: (1) strengthening national economic
power, (2) strengthening governance and institutional harmony,
and (3) upholding social justice. A total of 132 targeted
initiatives will be implemented, with each initiative
categorised by short-term (2024-2026), medium-term (2024-
2030), and long-term (2024-2035) periods, depending on
availability of resources and the complexity of the actions. The
Bumiputera Economic Council, chaired by the Prime Minister,
is responsible for overseeing the implementation and
monitoring of PUTERA 35, with various ministries (such as the
Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of Education) executing
specific initiatives.

This initiative focuses exclusively on improving the socio-
economic status of the Bumiputera, offering more detailed and
targeted measures (Table 3) to achieve the goals outlined in the
Shared Prosperity Vision 2030. PuTERA 35 is comprehensive,
bold, far-sighted, and more inclusive, aiming to raise
Bumiputera development to make Malaysia a regional
economic leader (Malaysia MADANI 2025).

Table 3 : Bumiputera Measurement and Targets
2020 2035

Bumiputera Participation in Skilled Occupation

0, 0,
Category 61% 70%

Individual Equity Ownership and Bumiputera

0, 0,
Mandate Agencies 18.40% | 30%

Bumiputera Participation and Ownership through
GLC and GLIC Equity

Percentage of Bumiputera Extreme Poverty Incidents| 0.30% 0%

18.70% | 20%

Bumiputera to Chinese Median Monthly Salary and

Wage Ratio 0.78:1] 09:1

Percentage of Bumiputera Graduates in the Labor

85% 97%
Force

Percentage of Bumiputera Households that Own a

0, 0,
Residential Unit 73% 73%
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Contribution of Bumiputera Enterprises to GDP 8.10% 15%

Ratio of Bumiputera to Chinese Household Median

Monthly Income 071:1 09:1

Source : Modified by the author based on Pengukuran dan Sasaran Bumiputera
2035 (Malaysia MADANI 2025).

3-3. Statistical Outlook

The Department of Statistics Malaysia publishes economic
data for each ethnic group annually, revealing that income and
wealth disparities persist between ethnic groups, particularly
highlighting a significant gap between the Chinese and
Bumiputera. Figure 1 illustrates the median monthly household
income from 1989 to 2016 by ethnic groups. It shows that the
median monthly household income of Bumiputera
significantly increased by RM5,406 from 1989 to 2016, while
the income disparity between Chinese and Bumiputera grew by
RM1,239, further widening the gap.

Figure 1 : Median Monthly Household Income of
Chinese and Bumiputera 1989-2016

Median Monthly
Household Income, RM

7.000 6.582

1989 1999 2009 2012 2004 2006

I |
1989 Bumiputera-Chinese 2016
Income Disparity RM1,736

@® Chinese Household Income

Bumiputera Household Income

Source : Ministry of Economic Affairs (2019).

Figure 2 depicts the incidence and household composition of
absolute poverty by ethnic group in 2019 and 2022, indicating
that Bumiputera has the highest incidence of absolute poverty
among the three ethnic groups.

Figure 2 : Incidence and household composition of absolute poverty
by ethnic group Malaysia, 2019 and 2022

Incidence of absolute poverty(%)

w2019 2022
135
72 8
A 5.2 6.5
5. 48 54
. - - .
Malaysia Bumiputera Chinese Indians Others

Source : Department of Statistics Malaysia (2022).

According to the Department of Statistics Malaysia,
Bumiputera’s average annual growth rate of mean monthly
household income from 2009 to 2012 recorded the lowest
value among the three ethnic groups, at 6.9%, compared to
8.0% for Chinese and 9.0% for Indians (Department of
Statistics Malaysia 2013). From 2014 to 2022, the mean

income of Bumiputera households increased from RM5,548 to
RM7,599. However, the compounded annual growth rate of
household gross income from 2019 to 2022 was the lowest
among the three ethnicities, with Bumiputera at 2.3%,
compared to 2.5% for Chinese and 2.9% for Indians
(Department of Statistics Malaysia 2023). This suggests that,
although the mean income of Bumiputera households
continues to increase, their growth rate remains lower than that
of other ethnic groups.

The statistical data on Bumiputera households, compared
with those of other ethnicities, reveals significant gaps that
cannot be overlooked. Even though the value of mean income
has risen, the disparities remain prominent. Therefore, it can be
concluded that this evident disparity between ethnic groups
justifies the government’s implementation of the pro-
Bumiputera policy to improve the economic status of
Bumiputera, and it suggests that the policy should be enhanced
to more effectively address the disparities.

4. Impacts of Pro-Bumiputera Policies on National Unity

4-1. Concept of Bangsa Malaysia

Racial harmony is one of the key elements for a nation to
continue developing its economy while ensuring the well-
being of its people (Nur and Normi 2014). While the pro-
Bumiputera policy is seen as contributing to the stability of
relations between ethnic groups by addressing inequalities and
disparities between Bumiputera and other communities, it may
also generate dissatisfaction among those not targeted by
affirmative action. Therefore, initiatives beyond the pro-
Bumiputera policies are needed to reinforce social stability in
a multi-ethnic society.

In 1991, Prime Minister Tun Dr. Mahathir established Vision
2020, which outlined nine challenges to be accomplished. The
first challenge was to build a united nation, with the concept of
‘Bangsa Malaysia’, or ‘One Malaysia’, aiming to create an
ethnically integrated Malaysia where harmony prevails among
its people (Nur and Normi 2014).

4-2. Ways of Achieving ‘Bangsa Malaysia’

Efforts to achieve Bangsa Malaysia have been carried out
under eight core values: a culture of excellence, endurance,
humility, acceptance, loyalty, meritocracy, education, and
integrity. These values are intended to strengthen relationships
among Malaysia’s diverse ethnic groups.

In the field of education, it was crucial to use education as a
means of redistribution, reducing inequality, and promoting
national identity through a common cultural value system
aimed at nation-building (Saad 2017). However, challenges
persist, particularly regarding language issues, which are
highly sensitive as they relate to ethnic identity. The language
and education debates remain contentious to this day.

To further promote national unity, the government
established the Ministry of National Unity (KPN) in 2022. The
Ministry developed a long-term strategy focused on fostering,
strengthening, and preserving ‘Unity in Diversity’ among
Malaysians. The National Unity Policy (PDN) summary states:
“This policy acts as a catalyst for Malaysia to become a united,



harmonious, and prosperous nation. For a multi-ethnic, multi-
religious, and multi-cultural society, unity must be the primary
agenda to ensure peace and sustainable development for the
nation, while upholding its sovereignty.” (Ministry of National
Unity 2022)

The PDN addresses 10 facets of social deficits: ethnicity,
religion, social class, education, language, generational gaps,
gender, federalism, urban-rural divides, and media. The PDN
also outlines three core principles: Patriotism and Democracy,
National Identity, and The Ecosystem of Unity, with 12
strategies in total for their realization. These strategies involve
law enforcement, enhancing understanding of Malaysian
history, and fostering appreciation for the federal constitution.

notes that Malaysians generally show goodwill towards other
ethnic groups. However, he also observes that ethnic groups
are divided on the issue of affirmative action. When asked
about the NEP’s affirmative action, the results showed that
“Malaysians are distinctly divided on [such] preferential
policies and the fairness of the economic system, with the
majority firmly in favour of its continuation and deeming the
system as fair, while minority groups show widespread
misgivings and perceive unfairness.” Regarding the question,
“Are race-based policies still relevant today?” 38% of
respondents agreed, while 48% felt they were no longer
relevant. Malay respondents were evenly split (42% each
agreeing and disagreeing), while 60% of Chinese respondents

The PDN emphasizes addressing socio-economic disparities

opposed the policies, with only 28% in support.

between ethnicities and regions, focusing particularly on
marginalized groups and areas lagging behind in development.
It stresses empowering economically vulnerable groups,
including the B40 group and Bumiputera populations in Sabah
and Sarawak.

Malaysia’s national unity efforts have been focused on
maintaining harmony between its various ethnic groups. The
current policies to reinforce unity are led by KPN, which sets

While the pro-Bumiputera policy addresses inequality and
seeks to strengthen national unity, it has also faced opposition
and may be contributing to both inter-racial and intra-racial
tensions. However, Malaysians generally maintain positive
attitudes towards other races. Thus, it can be concluded that
national unity is primarily achieved through factors beyond the
pro-Bumiputera policy, which continues to help maintain
racial harmony while fostering patriotism and national identity.

targets for fostering patriotism and shaping national identity
while addressing inequalities and issues affecting specific
groups to realize the vision of Bangsa Malaysia.

5. Results from the interview and its Analysis

5-1. Interview Results

4-3. Impacts of Pro-Bumiputera Policies on National Unity
The pro-Bumiputera policy can either contribute to or hinder
the achievement of Bangsa Malaysia, as it seeks to reduce
economic disparity while primarily benefiting one ethnic group.
Surveys on public opinion and attitudes towards ethnic

relations in Malaysia, conducted between 2010 and 2017,
highlight both points of tension and cohesion (Lee 2017). Lee

Opinions on how Chinese Malaysian youths view the pro-
Bumiputera policies were gathered through the interview.
Questions 1 to 4 focused on the pro-Bumiputera policies, while
Question 5 sought opinions on racial harmony and national
unity. Table 5 presents a brief summary of the interview
responses. In the table, the term “the policy” is used to refer to
the pro-Bumiputera policy.

Table 4 : Summary of Interview Results

government?

Questions Interviewee A Interviewee B Interviewee C
How did you know about the policy? |Read on my own Not familiar with NEP Read on my own
Did the policy affect your view of the |No, other policies are more likely to No No answer

be criticised

What do you think about the policy?

Depends on the class (income level)

Depends, but the policy have
become more mature and diverse
today

The policy makes sense

Do you think the policy contributed to
addressing the inequality in Malaysia?

No, there are still lots of inequalities
between ethnic groups

Yes, just like other income

Not a big contribution OSSR -
& redistribution policies

How do you think racial harmony in
Malaysia is maintained?

Laws / Most people view themselves
as nationality first / They grew up
each other with respect to different
cultures and races / Most of them can
communicate in Malay

Laws / Cultures built up in Malaysia
/ Interaction with different races /
Diversity is normal / Occasions to
strengthen national unity, such as
celebrations

Through interactions / Learning each
other’s language and cultures /
Unifying through national events
such as cheering sports

The responses from the

three

interviewees varied

significantly. In response to question 1, while A and C
demonstrated a strong understanding of the pro-Bumiputera
and its history, B was unfamiliar with the policy. Question 2
indicates that A and B’s views of the government were not

influenced by the pro-Bumiputera policies. Notably, C did not
specify whether the pro-Bumiputera policy impacted his
opinion of the government but acknowledged that the policy

Source: Author.

remains controversial. A remarked that, in his view, other
policies, such as the ongoing changes to the education system,
are more likely to stir controversy and criticism.

In response to Question 3, A emphasized that opinions on the
pro-Bumiputera policy depend on individual circumstances.
Although he did not express a strong positive or negative
opinion, as he belongs to a middle-income household, he noted
that lower-income groups may have different perspectives. B,
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however, believes the policy is justified and should not be
criticized, particularly regarding subsidies for Bumiputera
students enrolling in universities, as these students generally
achieve good grades through their efforts. C mentioned that
debates over ethnic favoritism still persist, but he feels the
policy has matured and diversified over time, now better
supporting all segments of society.

In Question 4, A stated that the peo-Bumiputera policy has
not significantly contributed to reducing inequality in Malaysia,
as racial disparities persist. B similarly argued that the policy
has had limited impact, questioning whether supporting a small
group of individuals could bring about widespread change. In
contrast, C believed the policy has made a meaningful
contribution to addressing inequality, particularly through
income redistribution, similar to other policies that benefit
citizens regardless of ethnicity.

In Question 5, interviewees shared their views on how racial
harmony is maintained in Malaysia. Both A and C pointed to
strict laws designed to prevent racial conflict. All respondents
suggested that racial harmony is fostered through daily
interactions with people from various ethnic backgrounds and
through shared cultural experiences, which contribute to a
collective Malaysian identity. A and B highlighted how, in
restaurants, they experience other ethnic cuisines and
communicate with people regardless of ethnicity. A also noted
the significance of the Malay language, which many
Malaysians speak, in promoting unity. During the interview, it
was revealed that C was unaware of PUTERA 35, despite his
attention to policy updates as an economics student.

5-2. Analysis and Discussion from Interview Results

The interview provides insights into the perspectives of
Chinese Malaysian youths regarding the pro-Bumiputera
policy, with their views shaped by their individual contexts.

The first question, “How did you know about the policy?”
aimed to gauge awareness of the pro-Bumiputera policy and its
history among young Malaysians. The responses indicated that
none of the three participants had been taught about the policy
in school. This may be due to their attendance at an
international school that does not follow the national
curriculum. This suggests that awareness of the pro-
Bumiputera policy and its history may be higher among other
segments of Malaysian youth.

From the second question, “Did the policy affect your view
of the government?”, it appears that the pro-Bumiputera policy
has not had a significant impact on the respondents’ views of
the government. A’s response suggests that, among young
Chinese Malaysians, the policy is not viewed as being as
controversial as other issues, such as the transformation of the
education system, although there may still be concerns about
the direction of the policy.

Question 3, “What do you think about the policy?”” sought to
understand the views of non-Bumiputera youth on the pro-
Bumiputera policy. The answers indicated that opinions on the
policy vary, and are influenced by individual circumstances.
A’s response suggested that those who are not directly affected
by the policy may have neutral views, while lower-income

households or taxpayers may have more intense opinions. C’s
response indicated that the current pro-Bumiputera policies are
viewed more favorably than previous iterations, as the targets
have narrowed and the policy now focuses on addressing the
needs of poorer Bumiputeras while also supporting other ethnic
groups through various initiatives.

In response to Question 4, “Do you think the policy has
contributed to addressing inequality in Malaysia?”, the
interviewees had differing views. A and B’s responses suggest
that they acknowledge the existence of significant income and
wealth disparities between ethnic groups but perceive the
policy as having a limited impact. C, on the other hand, sees
the policy as an effective tool for income redistribution,
acknowledging that the pro-Bumiputera policies have matured
and diversified over time, benefiting not just Bumiputeras but
other disadvantaged groups as well.

The final Question 5, “How do you think racial harmony is
maintained in Malaysia?”, explored how Malaysia’s diverse
society is united. It can be concluded that interactions with
other ethnic groups from childhood and the ubiquity of
multiple cultures contribute significantly to unity. The
existence of a shared Malaysian culture, as well as national
events promoting unity, helps foster a collective national
identity. This shared identity, coupled with strict laws designed
to prevent racial conflict, contributes to national harmony.

From the interview results, it is clear that young Chinese
Malaysians have varied views on the pro-Bumiputera policy,
shaped by their background and current economic status. It can
be argued that, for some young people, the pro-Bumiputera
policies are not controversial unless they have a direct personal
impact. Although no clear relationship between the pro-
Bumiputera policy and national unity emerged from the
interview, the respondents emphasized the importance of
interactions between ethnic groups and participation in
national events to promote unity. This suggests that racial
harmony in Malaysia is largely sustained through social
ethnic

integration, about

inequality.

despite ongoing discussions

6. Conclusion

Since the introduction of ethnicity-based affirmative action
in 1971, Malaysia has continued to implement pro-Bumiputera
policies. However, the nature of these policies has evolved
over time. Current measures, such as PuTERA 35 and
initiatives under the Shared Prosperity Vision 2030, emphasize
narrowing the socio-economic gap among poorer Bumiputeras
with more measurable and inclusive targets. These policies
increasingly resemble tools for reducing inequality across
society rather than solely supporting the majority ethnic group.
Nevertheless, economic disparities between Bumiputeras and
other ethnic groups remain prominent and require further
attention.

The debate over the role of pro-Bumiputera policies in
fostering national unity is complex. On one hand, such policies
aim to reduce socio-economic disparities and thereby support
unity. On the other hand, they can also serve as a source of
division by reinforcing ethnic boundaries. Achieving the vision



of a united Malaysian nation - Bangsa Malaysia - depends on
multiple factors beyond affirmative action. These include
equitable education, effective legal enforcement, and
opportunities for shared experiences that foster national
identity across all ethnic lines.

The interview responses provided a sample of how some
Chinese Malaysian youths perceive the pro-Bumiputera
policies and how they believe racial harmony is maintained. It
appears that many young non-Malay Malaysians are less
engaged with or concerned about the pro-Bumiputera policies,
particularly if these policies do not directly impact them.
However, this does not imply that the issue is insignificant -
there remain visible disparities between ethnic groups, and
ethnicity-based affirmative action continues to be a sensitive
and contested issue.

While policies like PuTERA 35 are more inclusive and
forward-looking than past approaches, their actual outcomes
remain uncertain. Debate persists over how such policies
should evolve to address modern challenges. It is crucial to
evaluate these policies in terms of inclusivity and accessibility
to ensure they address socio-economic issues effectively
without alienating non-Bumiputera communities. The
government may consider complementing pro-Bumiputera
policies with broader economic development programmes that
support all disadvantaged groups.

Malaysia’s experience with affirmative action provides
valuable lessons for other multicultural societies such as South
Africa or Brazil. These cases can serve as comparative models
to explore how affirmative action may be tailored to different
social, historical, and economic contexts. Countries can benefit
from analyzing the merits and drawbacks of various policy
designs - whether ethnic-based, class-based, or otherwise - to
determine the most effective approaches for promoting equity
and unity in diverse societies.
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Which genre of food do you eat the most?
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Which foreign food culture are you most familiar with?
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W7z (KEBEsEEt 2 — 2024) , £, BALLDOXIER
LUTo&EY THhs,

v, A—

£1:BEDNBNXTYADTIE

BADIEER 2021 2021 FE £ TDRET
(1) HEESHRH 7L 9543 {EM
() EEESHN 6.61 &M 160.14 {8M
(3) fftH 186 18M 100.71 {5

HFT - MR (2024)

3-2. FEEDEE HPD 2o\ T

HIREBERE Ny E— - TF%y b ATy 7R HPI)
LlE, 2006 FICAY RFYDZa—+-TA/ VR TrIVT—
3> (NEF) TRXEn/-bDT. EEE%L [FRINEZEE
& (PoEGm L BCHEDERBEDOHEAEADYE) | £ LTESL.
Tz A&7 orzEEE (h—FKry7y b TUY b)) | T
B> TEHT %, AFEERELEL L ¢, EEREE (UNEP)
NEDTORENRS ABEHEIRBZEEEIC, —AH2Y 317 b~
COe (COMHEE) % [AFEED LR LHEEL T,

3-2-1.HPI & 1%

HPI OFEICOEGIERIIUAT D3 2DERALH->TWD
1. F#E4r (Life Expectancy)

EZ L oFEen (ZOREICEDANFELTENSLWEES
) EEAOEBL Y 7—RINE,

2, BCHEDEREE (Self-Reported Wellbeing)

BRERR (B YLD LIRE)

[0~10 DIFL ZH#BERL TLIEE W, 0 HBREDOAE. 10 A&
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